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In healthcare practice, matters in relation to consent arise especially when treating the minors. Consent for treatment is a practice that is both legal and ethical.  For instance, it is ethical and legal to perform a surgery on a patient with their consent. However, if a doctor does an operation on a patient without his or her permission, however right that procedure was necessary, that act is considered illegal by law. According to health professionals, it is ethical for parents and guardians to know about their children’s health matters. On the contrary, this does not apply in some situations. For example, in California, a child twelve years of age can consent to treatment that involves medical care and counseling in relation to substance abuse. Therefore, however ethical it is to let the parent know the health issues of their children, it becomes illegal if the medical practitioner does that’s in this case. This law is not the same in very many other countries. Letting parents know of their children’s below eighteen years of their health matters is legal (Gostin, 2016.p 1-6).

Minors’ consent to medical care and counseling concerning drug and alcohol abuse is still an issue that many people especially parents keep challenging (Hall, Orentlicher, Bobinski, Bagley, & Cohen, 2018.p 1-8).  However, the government maintains its legality as a primary way to fight drug abuse in the United States. This is a perfect stand for the country since the young ones will be willing to take themselves to the hospital without anyone forcing them because they have no fear of medical practitioners like they would be with their parents. Most children fear their parents and that makes it difficult for them to tell their parent about what they are going through like drug abuse. Thus, the government ought to continue with the law so that more youths can stop abusing drugs.
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